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SPECIAL FORECASTS AND WARNINGS. WEATHER AND CROPS.

WEATHER WARNINGS.
By E. H. BowiE, Supervising Forecaster.
WASHINGTON DISTRICT.

Cold wave and frost warnings.—On the morning of the
1st when the pressure was abnormally low over a wide
belt extending from the Great Lakes southward to the
Gulf of Mexico, cold-wave warnings were issued for the
Upper Lakes Region, the Lower Ohio Valley, Tennessce,
the East Gulf States, Northwestern Florida and North-
western Georgia. Much colder weather followed over
these areas during the succeeding 36 hours, freezing
weather occurring during the night of the second as far
south as the middle Gulf coast and northwestern Florida.
On the evening of the 2d the display of cold-wave warn-
ings was extended eastward over the Carolinas, eastern
and southern Georgia and northern and central Florida,
and a pronounced change to colder weather overspread
these regions during the 3d and 4th, when freezing
temperature and frost occurred as far south as central
Florida. The cold weather continued in the South
Atlantic and east Gulf States until the 12th, and during
this period warnings of frosts were issued for these
regions almost daily. After this date, the 12th, the
weather became comparatively warm in the Southern
States and no more warnings of cold waves or frosts
were required for the Southern States. On the evening
of the 10th it was announced that—

The extraordinarily rapid mnvement of disturbancesalong the north-
ern border continues. A storm passed eastward ofl the New England
coast Thursday, the 9th, and anuther had advanced along the northern
border and Friday night, the 10th, was over the St. Lawrence Valley.
Another had appeared to the north of Montana and yet anuother ofl the
North Pacific coast. The storm that passed off the coast Thursday was
jollowed Ly decidedly colder weather during Thursday night in the
Lower Lakes Region, the Middle Atlantic and New England States,
warning of which was issued on the 9th. This change to colder weather
was of short duration, however, and during Friday much warmer
weather prevailed in the Ohio Valley, the region of the Great Lakes,
and interior of the Middle Atlantic States. This change to warmer
weather will be of short duration, however, as a cold wace hus alrcady
made it; appearance to the north of the Greal Lakes and will advanee sonti-
ward and castward over the Great Lakes, the Upper Ghio Velley, and the
Middle Atlantiv and New England States within the wext 36 hours,

Warnings were issued accordingly and were fully
verified, the coldest weather of the month occurring over
much of these regions during the 11th and 12th. On the
24th cold wave warnings were issued for the New England
States, New York, and northeastern Pennsylvania, and
while a considerable fall in temperature followed during
the 25th it was not of sufficient importance to justify the
warnings. '

Storm warnings.—On the morning of the 1st, wlen an
intense storm was central over the Great Lakes south-
west storm warnings were ordered for the Atlantic
coast, but as this storm failed to maintain its intensity
the warnings failed of verification except along the coast
from the Virginia capes northward to Cape Cod, where
winds of gale force occurred during the night of the 1st.
On the evening of the 2d northeast storm warnings were
displayed on the Atlantic coast between Cape Hatteras
a.mi) oston, when a storm of moderate intensity was
central over South Carolina. This storm passed up the
coast and increased decidedly in intensity, and the
morning of the 3d the display of warnings was extended
northward to Eastport, Me. Strong winds prevailed
along the coast, but at no point did the velocity reach

ale force. Warnings were displayed the afternoon of
the 8th between New York City and Wilmington, N. C,,
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at which time a disturbance was developin
Florida Peninsula and at the same time a disturbance
was passing eastward over the Great Lakes. On the
mornmg of the 9th the warning was changed to *‘north-
west'’ and continued between %\Tew York City and Cape
Hatteras, and the area covered by warnings extended
northward to Portland, Me. These disturbances appar-
ently united off the New England coast during the 9th,
and gales were general on the coast where warnings were
displayed, during the afternoon and night of the 9th.
On the 10th the warnings were continued but changed to
‘‘southwest” on the Atlantic coast from Delaware
Breakwater northward to Eastport, Me., the expected
strong winds to result from the eastward passage of a
cyclone that was over Lake Superior the morning of the
10th. Heavy winds occurred during the night of the
10th and on the 11th north of Delaware Breakwater.

Storm warnings were again displayed on the 1Sth
between Cape Hatteras and Eastport, when a disturb-
ance of considerable intensity was over North Carolina
and another was over Lake Erie; these disturbances
passed northeastward without causing winds of gale
force on the Atlantic coast. On the afternoon of the
23d storm warnings were displayed at and north of Cape
Hatteras, and during the night of that date a disturb-
ance of marked intensity developed off the New Eng-
land coast: it was attended by shifting gales on the
Middle Atlantic and New England coasts. The warn-
ings were continued the morning of the 24th at and
north of Delaware Breakwater, heavy westerly gales
continuing .through that day. A storm formed during
the night of the 24th over the Gulf of Mexico, and on
the afternoon of the 25th warnings were displayed on
the Kast Gulf coast and on the Atlantic coast south of
Cape Hatteras. This disturbance advanced rapidly
northeastward and left the Atlantic coast near Cape
Hatteras the morning of the 26th, without being at-
tended by winds of storm force.

Warnings of hcavy snowfalls.~—No heavy snowfall
warnings were required during the month in the Wash-
ington forecast district.

Northers, Panama Canal.—The following communica-
tion was received from the Chief Hydrographer of the
Panama Canal:

Relerring to the cabled storm warning received the 4th instant,
- Strong northerly winds indicated next 36 hours over western Carbi-
bean Sea will probably prevail as far south as Colon,” the following
weather conditions prevailed at the Atlantic entrance of the Canal:

Winds increased Sunday, January 5, to 18 miles an hour from the
north, with a maximum velocity of 24 miles an hour from the north.
Northeast winds prevailed on the 6th, with an average hourly velocity
of 18 miles, and a maximum velocity of 27 miles an hour from the
northeast. Higher wind velocities probably prevailed out at sea, and
it is thought that the furecast for the western Caribbean Sea was verified.

Windy and unsettled weather continued throughout the week ending
January 13, culminating in a “near-norther’’ on January 12, with an
average hourly wind velocity of 20 miles, and a maximum velocity of
32 miles from the north. Unusually heavy seas prevailed on the 11th
and 12th, causing some damage to the hreakwaters and washing away
the smnall beacon light on Coco Solo Breakwater. The character and

magnitude of the swell indicated the prevalence of much higher wind
velocities out at sea.
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RIVERS AND FLOODS, JANUARY, 1919,
By Arrrep J. HENRY, Meteorologist.
{Dated: Weather Bureau, Washington, Mar. 3, 1919.]
Rain, almost continuous from the 16th to the 24th,
in Washington, Oregon, and northern California, caused
floods in the streams of those States, and in some cases



